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by the plan including but not limited to restoration projects, species monitoring, fence and trail
maintenance. The secondary management entity may sponsor a minor open space management activity
such as a trash pick up day, or the installation of an interpretive sign. All management activities (major and
minor) will be consistent with the preserve management plan and coordinated with the prime management
entity. The Carlsbad OSMP Implementation Process and Structure specifies the mechanisms for
coordination of the different management entities. All management entities will be required to participate.

2.4 Levels of Open Space/Preserve Management and Monitoring

Open space management (including monitoring) has many different components and occurs at many
different levels depending on a number of factors including ownership, open space management funding,
and intended purpose and uses of the open space. Four levels of open space management have been
defined here to facilitate the discussion in this report, property management, preserve management, species
monitoring and management, and regional (subregional) monitoring,

24.1  Property Management

Property management is the most basic level of open space management and is focused primarily on
establishing and maintaining the property boundary barriers including fencing, gates, and signage. Trash
collection is often, but not always an action on property-level managed open space. The MHCP includes
property management activities in what it describes as “preserve area monitoring”.

24.2  Preserve Management

Preserve management includes all the property-level management actions, but also focuses on management
to protect the natural open space character of the area and to provide opportunities for recreational uses.
Preserve management includes but is not limited to general management of trails, public use facilities,
control of erosion or invasive species, and occasionally restoration. The MHCP also includes preserve
management activities in what it describes as “preserve area monitoring”.

243  Species Monitoring and Management

Species monitoring and management includes all of the propertylevel and preserve-level management
actions, but also includes many species-specific (and habitat-specific) monitoring and management actions.
Many of these species or habitat specific management activities are the ASMDs developed and applied
through preserve management plans. Species monitoring and management includes but is not limited to
species-specific surveys and habitat enhancement, often in coordination with or required by the resource
agencies under existing mitigation agreements and as are required in the conditions for coverage
established by the HMP/MHCP. While some aspects of preserve-level management can occur within the
adaptive management context, all aspects of species monitoring and management will occur as adaptive
management. The MHCP also includes species monitoring and management activities in what it describes
as “preserve area monitoring”,

244  Regional Monitoring

Regional monitoring is primarily focused on the collection and evaluation of trends in data across the
MHCP subregion and throughout southern California as a whole. Regional monitoring includes the
maintenance of updated GIS data on vegetation type, species point data, and preserve management status
(which areas are managed, at what level, and by whom). But most importantly, regional monitoring
involves the synthesis of species and habitat data across the entire region (or subregion) that has been
collected by consistent standardized methods and protocols so that meaningful evaluations of species and
habitat status and trends can be conducted. While data collection will be the responsibility of the City and
its preserve managers, the synthesis, evaluation, and interpretation of regional monitoring data will be
accomplished by the state and federal resource agencies (i.e., CDFG, USFWS, and USGS). The MHCP
includes regional monitoring activities in what it describes as “subregion and ecoregion monitoring”.
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